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Covert Tales 

BOOK REVIEWS · 
REVIEWED BY GLEN BLACKWOOD I RGS&AWSRegiona/Director 

Spaniel Training 
with Todd Agnew 
spaniel training.com 

$57.35 

When the term "grouse dog" 
is bantered about, depending on 
your preference, a variety of point-
ing breeds might jump to top-of-
the-mind awareness, while English 
pointers and setters (alphabetically 
listed) dominate literary discussions, 
rarely are English spaniels, wheth-
er springer or cocker, added to the 
conversation. I know this first-hand 
as one who has run spaniels in the 
grouse woods for more than twenty 
years. With the resurgence of span-
iels (primarily English cockers) and 
other flushing breeds being run in 
grouse and woodcock covers, the 
time seems right to look at an in-
formational book regarding spaniel 
training, Spaniel Training with Todd 
Agnew being my choice. 

Todd and his wife Christina 
run Craney Hill Kennel in Mitchell, 
GA. Throughout his tenure in the 
sporting-dog world, he's trained and 
guided dogs on wild birds across the 
United States. He continues to travel 
to Maine each fall with his string of 
dogs to train in the Pine Tree State's 

grouse and woodcock covers. He 
writes early on, 

"To produce wild birds success-
fully, your dog needs to beat a wild 
bird at its own game and on its home 
turf. These birds have honed their es-
cape routes. They know when some-
thing is out of place, and they know 
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you and your dog do not belong in 
the woods with them." 

Continuing he writes, 
"For young dogs, the experience 

is most beneficial. The exposure of 
running on grouse in the woods for 
2-4 weeks cannot be replicated in a 
training environment." 

Writing in a later paragraph, 
"The woods can be dark and 

scary, and dogs naturally ,want to 
stay on the paths. Before they can 
produce birds, the dog learns about 
sticks and branches, wind and 

leaves, other dogs and running wa-
ter . . . all in an environment that is 
new to them and sounds different in 
the deep woods." 

These words are those of an 
experienced grouse-dog trainer, not 
just one who focuses on spaniels. 
Although he does focus on spaniels, 
this spiral-bound glossy paper print-
ed softcover book will benefit own-
ers of all flushing breeds. Beginning 
with puppy socialization, through 
the end goal of developing a "Class 
'; ' ~oting Dog," the author walks 

: reader through his development 
: · gram. A program that encom-

pc1 sses a variety of dog training con-
cepts - chain gangs, place boards, 
training tables, retrieving and wa-
ter introduction, to mention a few. 
Granted these topics have been dis-
cussed in a variety of other train-
ing books, only the book continues 
to discuss further development of 
flushing dogs by writing of his views 
on the introduction to electronic 
collars and field/bird work and field 
drills that will enhance one's dog's 
confidence and obedience in your fa-
vorite covert. Throughout the text, 
the book is formatted so that key 
concepts are highlighted in a yel· 
low box, examples being, " ... more 
pressure is SELDOM the answer 
... " or "Steadiness is fundamentally 
obedience on the HUP command.» I 
f~und these bold highlights benefi· 
cial as they reinforced the concepts 
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spaniels and flushing dogs will never usurp the pointing 
breeds in the ~orld of grouse and woodcock, yet we should 
crive the1n their due. This book will help those RCS & A WS 
0 

· rne1nbers do that. 

; i>evelop A Relationship With Your Spaniel 

. Devel~!,> A Foundation For Your Spaniel 

~ddressed visually. Included in the h°k are four-color photographs 
also add to the book's value. 

~tie on that topic, the book is only 
so d through the Craney Hill Kennel 
Website · I · · d . spame trammg.com an re-
;ails for $57.35, including shipping t the United States. While this price 
r8 stout for a softcover book, the in-
orrnation . h. . . fi h . wit m 1ust1 es t e price. 
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. De~elop Your Finished Spaniel 

SPANIEL NING 
with Todd Agnew 

"More pressure is seldom the answer. Train 
with elasticitlJ and your relationship with 
your spaniel wi/lflourish." Todd Agnew 

."!l'J'·' = .. .- .. 

Why do I state that? My. reason 
. fold First after reading the 
1s two- · ' d dr"ll b k I utilized some of his fie! i. s 
w~~h 'my dogs to their betterment m 

d woodcock covers. Sec-
my grouse an d RGS & 

dly I watched a friend an f 
on ' orter shoot a true double o 
~~;;;~!use over an English sprin~ 

. 1 I October, a dog that . 
spanie ast h birds were 
Agnew developed. Bot 

promptly delivered to hand, proof 
that his methods produce "Class 
Shooting Dogs" that excel on the wild 
birds for which we quest. 

Spaniels and flushing dogs will 
never usurp the pointing breeds in 
the world of grouse and woodcock, 
yet we should give them their due. 
This book will help those RGS & 
AWS members do that. ».~ 
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